
A Parent’s Guide for  
Supporting Reading at Home 

READING BIG IDEAS STRATEGIES FOR SUPPORTING READING AT HOME 
Your home language is important! You do not need to speak English to help your child be a reader and writer.  If you practice 
these activities in your strongest home language, you will help your child be successful in reading and writing at school.  

Oral Language Development 
 

The development of listening and 
speaking skills; Includes what 
words mean, how to make words, 
how to put them together, and 
what is best in what situations. 

• Play word games in your native language.  
• Talk about family stories. For example, talk about a 

funny thing that happened when you were young.  
• Play games together. 
• Talk about ideas together (likes/dislikes, favorites, how 

did your day go?)  

Phonemic Awareness 
 

The ability to notice, think 
about and work with the 
individual sounds in words.  

• Listen to and sing songs, chants and rhymes with your 
child. 

• Play word games in your native language.  

Phonics 
Understanding connections 
between the sounds of spoken 
language and the letters and 
spellings that represent those 
sounds in written language. 

• Play with words and letters.  
• Help your child learn to recognize letters and the sounds 

the letters make.  
• Encourage your child to write notes, lists, or stories. 

Reading Fluency 
 

Developing the ability to read 
correctly, smoothly, and with 
expression and to understand what 
is read. 

• Read to your child in your native language and/or have 
your child read to you every day for at least 15 minutes. 
You might take turns reading different pages or parts. 

• Use flashcards to practice sight words and label 
household objects.  

Vocabulary Development 
 

Learning the meaning and 
pronunciation of words, including 
the parts of words. 
 

• Talk about how different words are related to each 
other (example: similar spellings or meanings).   

• Pick out words that might be new to your child or words 
that have multiple or complex meaning.  

• Talk about every day activities to build on your child’s 
background knowledge.  

Reading Comprehension Strategies 
 
Acquiring strategies to understand, 
communicate, and remember what 
is read. Includes: Asking questions, 
discussing, and writing about text. 

• Ask your child to explain his or her favorite part of a 
story, movie, or event. 

• Connect what your child reads with what happens in life. 
For example, if reading a book about animals, relate it to 
a household pet or a trip to the zoo.  

• Ask your child to retell, draw, or write about a story, 
movie or event in his or her own words by telling what 
happened first, second, third, etc. 

• Talk about characters, setting, problems and solutions in 
familiar stories. 
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Motivating your child to read every day 
• Encourage and praise your child’s effort to read. Do not feel like you need to correct every mistake.  
• Provide time and space for your child to read independently. This reading time should be free from 

distractions such as television. 
• If possible, let your child see you reading newspapers, magazines, books, etc. 
• When you read, share your thoughts and reactions to the story or article. Encourage your child to do 

the same for his/her reading. 
• Visit the school library or Aurora Public Library often.   
• Ask your child what topics, events, or activities he or she likes. Then look for books, magazines, or 

other materials about those topics that would 
motivate your child to read.  

Internet Resources: 
http://auroralibrary.org/ 
http://www.colorincolorado.org/families/ 
http://www.colorincolorado.org/familias/ 

 

 

Spend time talking together 
Having conversations together makes a big difference! When a 
child’s oral language improves, reading fluency and 
comprehension also improve.  

Celebrate your home language and culture 
Encourage your child to view your home language as an 
important language of learning. Families build important 
thinking and learning skills by having conversations together in 
their strongest home language. 
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